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13/10/2024 

 

Infant Alien Invasive Plants 
 

With the weather warming up and Summer upon us, we have seen an increase in the 

sprouting of the infant alien invasive plants along the upper Barrage Vaal River Reservoir.  

The majority of the Infant plants are Hyacinth, at this stage,  and they are mainly 

concentrated in the reed banks, with the bulk of growth being between River Spray Estate 

and the R59 bridge. 

 

Rand water have put out tenders for quotations, however this is a lengthy process and 

unfortunately as experienced last year, time is not on our side. 

 

As an interim measure SAVE is being proactive and will be starting from the 14th of October 

to remove the infant plants using a newly designed Skimmer boat to collect infant plants 

floating on the sides and in the reeds. This process is a preventative measure and will assist 

in keeping costs to a minimum by removing plants before seeding, rapid growth and the 

formation of large "blankets" of the alien invasive plants, and thus negating the need to use 

excavators in the future.  

 

The Skimmer boat is fitted with specially designed nets that trap the infant aquatic weeds as 

the boat drives down the river.  
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SAVE has limited funds left over from previous donations and we need to execute the 

eradication in the best possible way to ensure that we prevent the natural disaster from 

reoccurring.  

 

With SAVE being an NPO, all contributions are appreciated to ensure that the banks of the 

Vaal River can be enjoyed by all through the summer period and welcome the new year with 

a clean and safe river. Donations are tax deductible per Section 18A of the Income Tax Act.  

 

Below are some images of what will be extracted by the newly built Skimmer boat to clean 

the river preventing the " disaster" from reoccurring. 

 

 

Dedicated Water Lettuce Account: 

Bank: Standard Bank 

Acc. No. 10219449455 
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